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Andalusian Literary Works Paved the Way to Modern Arabic Novel

(Tawqg Al-Hamama, Al-Tawabi’ wa Al-Zawabi’, Hayy ibn Yaqzan)
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Abstract:

This paper is based on a hypothesis that there are literary elements that represent a bridge between the
Andalusian works (Tawq al-Hamamah, al-Tawab‘ w al-Zawab‘, Hayy ibn Yagzan) and our modern
literature, especially works that belong to the earliest stage of the evolution of literary genres, such as the
novel, and the short story. To these genres Hadith ‘Isa ibn Hisham and earlier novels may belong. This
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research aims at tracing the literary elements in these prose Andalusian works and how they in turn
shaped the early narrative genres in modern Arabic literature. These elements may have been inherited in
Arab culture collective consciousness and may have had an important role in the formation of the Arab
aesthetic taste, which made it eligible to receive and accept foreign narrative genres.

The paper uses a formalist constructive approach to reveal the elements of the artistic formation of
Andalusian narratives, and then compare them to early literary works in modern Arabic literature. The
paper concludes that modern Arabic novels are shaped by a combination of these inherited and foreign
artistic elements.

Keywords: Andalusian prose, Arabic narrative, Arabic novel, and Modern Arabic Literature.
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