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The Role of Personal Story in Making Arab Feminist Narrated History

Shahla Ujayli
American University of Madaba, Jordan
shahla.ujayli@yahoo.com

Abstract:

This paper examines the role of the Arab women writer’s personal story in making her text, and the whole
of these texts is what makes up the narrated history of Arab women, this is when we define narrated
history as a continuous line of interests. The narrated history of Arab women writers includes their
relationship with both writing and critical thinking, and with cultural and political authority.

The personal story that we refer to it may represent a specific experience or a special encounter that the
writer uses as an artistic technique for write, because the historical - social experience of women, which
was established on their biological difference, is inseparable from their intellectual experiences, so they
use daily knowledge to produce the aesthetic texts.
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The paper flags questions about the reasons that made women's writing specialize in this technique, and
about how each writer uses her personal story, and about the transformation of these unique personal
stories into what is general and common, as we can find in the texts of Nawal Al-Saadawi, Fatima
Mernissi, and Miral Al-Tahawi.

Keywords: Personal story, Narrated history, Feminist, Intellectual, Aesthetic, Technique.
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