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Human Body as a Source of Humor: Humor via Ridicule in al-Jahiz al-Tarbi

wa al-Tadwir as a Model
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Abstract:

Humor is considered of central importance in al-Jahiz’s works, which present the image of ‘Abbasid
society. There is a research gap represented in the lack of recent studies which cover the use of humor in
al-Jahiz’s works based on modern studies that depend on an intertwining of modern linguistics and
literary studies. The epistle “al-Tarbi* wa al- tadwir” by al-Jahiz is one of the most prominent literary
models which applies humor to the physical body to burlesque his hero "Ahmad bin ‘A ‘bd al-Wahhab.
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This study attempts to investigate the relationship between the body and the burlesque regarding three
aspects: (1) The theoretical aspect of the concept of humor literature in al-Jahiz’s critical approaches. (2)
The function of the body as a subject of humor. (3) The effect of the stylistic form and the rhetorical and
theological aspects on generating laughter through the burlesque.

Keywords: laughter, body, humor, satire, language, burlesque.
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