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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the discourse of resourcefulness in literature within the context of alienation.
The complex aspects of such discourse are manifested through the personality of the fraud character both
in his Arab and global models. The character of the fraud is often studied from a psychological
perspective; nevertheless, society is the major reason behind his alienation. This research is a comparative
study of the two models of the fraud: “Ash‘ab bin Jubayr” and his news as cited in the Book of Songs by
al-Isbahani, and Conrad Moricand in A Devil in Paradise (1956) by Henry Miller (1891-1960). The
parallel comparative approach suggested by the American School of comparative literature is suitable for
this study, bearing in mind that there is no evidence that Miller was influenced by Ash‘ab’s popular
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anecdotes. However, their characters have been created within the same framework of deception and
alienation. These two personas provide a fertile contrastive outlook expected to result in a reading of the
fraud phenomenon from a comparative point of view. The paper will highlight the common as well as the
different aspects of deception and alienation as manifested by each character.

Keywords: popular anecdotes, modern novel, alienation, parallelism, trickster, comparison, character.
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